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Utah Shakespeare
Turns 50
Congratulations to founder Fred
Adams and Executive
Director Scott Phillips of the Utah
Shakespeare Festival for
celebrating their 50th season. This
is an incredible accomplishment for
outdoor theatre.
They join the ranks of Oregon
Shakespeare Festival, The Lost
Colony, Unto These Hills, Horn in
the West and Theatre West Virginia,
just to name a few .
We salute and congratulate you!

Tecumseh! Receives Award
The historical drama Tecumseh!
w as recognized on July 9, 2011
w ith the Heritage Aw ard for Arts
and Education. The aw ard w as
presented by Ohio's Hill Country
Heritage area, a non-profit company
that represents Ohio's heritage
areas.
Tecumseh! performances
premiered in 1973 at Sugarloaf
Mountain Amphitheatre near
Chillicothe, Ohio and since then over
2 million view ers have attended the
play.

Mark Sum ner w ith actors from Pathway to Freedom

Greetings:
The close of another season is upon us; congratulations, we
made it. I had a busy but wonderful summer visiting many of
you. Our unique genre continues to thrill audiences across the
country and each year we get new converts to outdoor theatre. I
met a couple while visiting Horn in the West in Boone, NC that
had seen their first outdoor drama earlier in the season in
Branson, MO and now they are hooked.
"Unusual weather we're having ain't it," to quote the Cowardly
Lion from The Wizard of Oz. Mother Nature has been especially
hard on us this year. It started with the terrible floods in the
spring, the wild fires, the record breaking heat waves and those
pesky late afternoon showers that affected many of you. Not to
mention the earthquakes and hurricanes.
Be on the lookout for our 2011 attendance survey. Last week
the first notices went out to theatres that had closed by August
28th. The remaining theatres will be contacted after they close.
We hope to have the completed report to you before the end of
the year. Please let me know if you have any questions about
the survey.
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40 Years for Margaret
Congratulations to Margaret
Bonamico, General Manager of
Trumpet in the Land. She is
celebrating 40 years w ith the
organization.
She started as a ticket taker in 1972
and became General Manager in
1987.
Thank you for your years of
dedication and sevice.

Want to Share?
Do you have something you w ant to
share w ith the IOD membership in
the next new sletter? Just send us
an email at outdoor@ecu.edu and
w e w ill try to include it in the next
new sletter.

Our conference is coming up in a few weeks and it's not too late
to register. We have a very comprehensive program this year
covering tourism, leadership development, outdoor lighting and
safety, educational theatre, script and programming changes as
well as several uplifting topics; topics that every theatre could
benefit from. For more information see the conference article
below.
Thank you for your continued support of the Institute of Outdoor
Drama. Every day I am grateful that our home is at ECU. The
College of Fine Arts and Communication is a wonderful place to
call home, they remain interested in us and very supportive.
When the new director is in place, we will continue to move
forward and improve the services offered to our member
theatres. We want to ensure the future of outdoor theatre in
America.
All the Best,
Susan Phillips
Interim Director
Institute of Outdoor Drama
College of Fine Arts and Communication
East Carolina University
310 Erwin Building, Mailstop 528
Greenville, NC 27858-4353
Phone: 252-328-5363
Fax:
252-328-0968
Website: http://outdoordrama.unc.edu

A Message from The College of Fine Arts and Communication at ECU

Greetings to the members from the Interim Dean:
It is hard to believe that the IOD has just celebrated its one year anniversary at East Carolina
University. By all accounts, it was a very successful year. The IOD raised $59,000 in non-state
dollars in 2010-2011. This is all the more remarkable when you learn that the IOD was transferred
from UNC in August, 2010 with only $36,000 total in its endowment. Not bad-huh?
These efforts plus an increase in national consultantships and the best year ever in national
auditions are due to the heroic efforts of one individual and her loyal supporters. We are lucky to
have Susan Phillips.
Susan is an SPA employee. Upon transfer from Chapel Hill to ECU, Susan agreed to serve as the
IOD's Interim Director-WITHOUT ADDITONAL COMPENSATION. She has worked hard to ensure
that the IOD would have a proper home in the College of Fine Arts and Communication at East
Carolina University. If you ever have need of a hero's story or a decisive role model, take a trip up to
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the 3rd floor of our Erwin Hall and speak to Susan.
Finally, I have some relief to report. Last December, the search for the permanent IOD Director was
frozen due to the pending UNC system budget cut. That search has received approval to proceed.
The interview schedule is on and we are pleased to announce that the interviews for director will
begin on September 19.
The IOD Director will not only be responsible for the day to day operation of this one-of-a-kind
Institute but he/she will also teach one course per semester in the School of Theatre and Dance at
ECU. In that regard, John Shearin, who directs the School of Theatre and Dance is on our search
committee.
It is our most sincere hope to be able to announce the name of your new director at the National
Conference-STAY TUNED!
As always, my very best wishes!
Michael Dorsey, Interim Dean

2011 National Conference on Outdoor Drama Reminder
It's not too late to register for this year's conference. The 2011 National Conference on Outdoor
Drama will be held October 12- 15 in Louisville, Kentucky, hosted by The Kentucky Shakespeare
Festival.
Conference registration is $275.00 for members and $290.00 for non-members. The registration
includes all conference sessions, refreshment breaks, 2 lunches, 2 dinners and other special
events. We will be offering a special optional sightseeing day on Tuesday, October 11. The day
will include a visit to the Kentucky Derby Museum, the Muhammad Ali Center, the Glassworks
Museum, the Bourbon Heritage Center and Heaven Hill Distilleries. There will be an additional fee
of $55.00 for the sightseeing day. The deadline for conference registration is Wednesday,
September 28, 2011.
This is the only U.S. conference solely dedicated to outdoor drama. Representatives across the
country from historical dramas, Shakespeare festivals, religious dramas, and outdoor musical
theatres will gather to share the latest techniques for producing, managing, and marketing outdoor
drama. The conference is attended by playwrights, directors, designers, and composers, as well
as producers, managers, and promoters. Board members of outdoor drama companies are also
strongly encouraged to attend. The conference will feature panel sessions, and interactive
discussions on all facets of outdoor productions.
Representatives from communities planning new outdoor dramas should plan to attend as well;
there is a special forum on Wednesday afternoon for groups in the process of developing outdoor
theatres. This forum is an interactive meeting with two of the top authorities on outdoor drama,
David Weiss and Scott Parker. This meeting will focus on the critical issues of starting up and
running a new theatre in today's environment.
One of the highlights of the conference is the Paul Green Seminar sponsored by the Paul Green
Foundation. This year's seminar will focus on Tourism; making the most of your tourism
opportunities, working with your CVB and how valuable partnerships can be to your success. A few
of the other topics for the conference include How to Turn Your Theatre Work into Education and
Alternative Thinking in the Arts. We will visit the Louisville Slugger Factory and Museum, see the
Kentucky Show at the performing arts center and tour Actors Theatre of Louisville.
For more registration information go to http://outdoordrama.unc.edu/conference.
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In the Spotlight:
OSF Executive Director
Paul Nicholson to Retire in 2012

News Release - Friday, September 9, 2011
Board of Directors hires search firm to fill position by December 2012
Ashland, Ore.- Oregon Shakespeare Festival Executive Director Paul Nicholson has announced
that he will retire in December 2012. The Board of Directors accepted his retirement plans at the
board meeting today and has hired Greg Kandel of Management Consultants for the Arts, based in
Stamford, Connecticut, to begin the search for a new executive director.
"The Board of Directors is deeply appreciative of Paul's exemplary service to OSF," Board
President Rudd Johnson said. "His steady leadership and foresight have served the Festival well
throughout the past 32 years of our 76-year history, and he has laid a solid foundation for
continued growth and support of artistic excellence."
"I have been blessed to work for more than 30 years with an extraordinary group of professional
artists, artisans and administrators at the Festival," Nicholson said. "Their fierce commitment to
putting the best possible work on stage and to creating a company that ranks as one of the
premiere theatres in the United States has been a constant inspiration to me. But it's now time to
step back and hand the reins over to someone who can forge a new partnership with Bill, the
leadership team and the Company."
Nicholson joined OSF in 1980, serving as general manager for 16 years. He then assumed the
position of executive director in November 1995. His 32-year tenure has demonstrated his
commitment to building a strong infrastructure to enable the best possible work onstage. Following
his arrival in 1980, he ushered OSF into the computer age, developed a benefits program for the
company and spear-headed a series of strategic plans throughout the years, working closely with
the Board of Directors. In 1984, after collaborating with then artistic and executive directors, Jerry
Turner and Bill Patton, he worked with Actors Equity Association to develop OSF's first Equity
contract. As he has noted, this moved OSF from being a pre-professional theatre and a place
where people could begin their careers to a professional theatre where people could have a career.
He saw the Festival grow membership from 2,000 to 18,000, expand audiences from 240,000 to
410,000 and increase the budget from $2.6 million to over $30 million.
Artistic Director Bill Rauch commented, "I am so fortunate that my first five years as artistic
director have been in partnership with Paul Nicholson. As one of the giants of the American
theatre, Paul is hugely responsible for the stability and growth of the Festival over the last three
decades. He is unflappably professional, committed to fairness, and full of good humor, and we
move forward into a brighter future thanks to his leadership."
In addition to steering OSF, Nicholson has consulted with many arts organizations and has been
actively involved in arts advocacy for the state of Oregon, serving for six years as president of the
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Oregon Cultural Advocacy Coalition. He served for seven years on the Board of the Theatre
Communications Group, the service organization for professional theatre in the United States. His
ties to the community are deep, and he has served on many local committees and boards and is a
member and prior director of Rotary. He chaired Ashland Community Hospital's board of directors
and was a member of the board of directors of the Ashland Chamber of Commerce. For a complete
biography, visit the OSF website.

OSF Media Contact:
Amy Richardamyr@osfashland.org
(541) 482-6811

The Institute Remembers
Two outdoor drama icons from Tecumseh!, Allan W. Eckert and WL "Rusty" Mundell, passed
away within less than a week of each other. Eckert, at the age of 80, passed away on July 6 in his
sleep at his home outside of Los Angeles. Mundell, who had been sick for several months, passed
away at the age of 78 on July 11 at his home in Florida.
Eckert was born in Buffalo, NY, raised in Chicago, but Ohio became his home when he was
stationed at the Air Force Base in Dayton, Ohio.
"So many people were touched by what he wrote, because it wasn't just words on pages. It was
vibrant, rich history," said Anthony Stevens, marketing director at The Jesse Stuart Foundation.
Stevens worked with Eckert on about half of his books.
Eckert was responsible for penning the outdoor drama Tecumseh! after The Scioto Society in
Chillicothe, Ohio asked him to pen one about one of Ohio's first senators. He was able to persuade
them, saying that many people would not even know who Thomas Worthington was. Eckert, a
seven-time Pulitzer Prize nominee, is survived by his wife Joan.
Mundell was born in Waltersburg, PA and grew up on a farm in Greene County. At the age of 17,
Mundell enlisted in the army where he earned his college degree.
Mundell helped to found and became President of The Scioto Society; the society that continues
to produce Tecumseh! Mundell was also a professor, and served as Minister of Music at the
churches he attended throughout his life. He also sang with the North Port Chorale for several
years after his retirement.
Mundell received a number of awards, including the Governor's Tourism Award for the State of
Ohio, the Outstanding Achievement in Theater Award from the Ohio Theatre Alliance and the Mark
R. Sumner Award from the Institute of Outdoor Drama.
Mundell is survived by his wife, Jean, who still lives in their Florida home.
Jessi Hardin - Institute of Outdoor Drama

From Marion Waggoner, Retired Producer/President of The Scioto Society, producers of
Tecemseh!
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Remembering Allan W. Eckert and W.L. "Rusty" Mundell is an exciting, as well as a melancholy
experience for me. Both were exemplary within their fields of endeavor. They came to outdoor
drama at a time when fresh ideas were emerging and, in an important way, they helped create an
environment that promoted the development and appreciation of outdoor drama
throughout America. Anyone who knew them, or worked with them in any capacity, quickly knew
they were destined to make a difference and recognized their nearly inexhaustible energy and
creativity. When I was immersed in work with these two individuals, I always had a sense that
something 'special' was happening. Their intelligence, warmth and collective conscious in terms of
our industry will be greatly missed; and much, much more...
Marion Waggoner
September 13, 2011
Andover, Connecticut
Forward email
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